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Caunas and Central Asia




CAC Region: Characteristics

e Vast land area:

— 419 million ha (mha); 11.4 mha irrigated, 256 mha
rangelands, mountains

* Poverty

— reduced compared with 2005, but ranges from 15.4%
(Kazakhstan) to 75% (Tajikistan) (2007)

e GDP per capita

— increased in 2007: range from USS1,656 (Tajikistan) to
10,223 (Kazakhstan) (UNESCAP, 2008)



CAC Region: Development Goal

Improve the wellbeing of the people

— Providing fast and effective economic growth

e Suitable economic, monetary policies and reforms for
stable macroeconomic environment

— Implementing social reforms and programs

* Spend major budget (1/3 ) for public infrastructures, and
institutions/reforms for social and development programs

e Poverty reduction, enhancing food security, and improving
environment vital

— Realization for more attention and investments for agriculture
sector and natural resources




Agriculture Contribution to

Development

Paramount importance in development needs

Ensuring food security: Irrigated agriculture & dehkons

Poverty reduction: Employment (10% in Armenia and 30% in
Tajikistan)and livelihoods

Significantly contributes to the GDP:
— 6.3% in Kaz-31% ? in Uzb)
— important for hard currency earnings
Vast rangelands: Feed, biodiversity and environment

Protecting environment




Potential for Contributions to
Development




Challenges for ARD in CAC Region

Food security

Improving the declining living standards and
livelihoods

Protecting the environment
Achieving structural reforms

Meeting the special challenges (both existing
and future)

Strengthening national agricultural research
and extension systems



Priorities Identified in Agricultural
Research




Exchange of Genetic Resources

Documentation of Information on Genetic Resources
Conservation of Genetic Resources

Germplasm Enhancement

Need for a Regional Strategy on Use of Biotechnological
Tools in Crops

Conservation, Documentation, Enhancement and Utilization
of Animal Genetic Resources
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Sub-sets of Priorities under each
Thematic Area (contd.)

NRM:

Management of Saline Environments

Water Management, Water Use Efficiency and Water Quality
in Irrigated and Dryland/Rainfed Areas

Crop Diversification

Land and Water Degradation, Loss of Biodiversity and Soil
Fertility

Pastures and Range Management
Environmental Quality Concerns



Sub-sets of Priorities under each

Thematic Area (contd.)




Gaps between Identified Priorities
and Needs




Food securlty'

Improving the declining living standards and
livelihoods

Protecting the environment
Achieving structural reforms

Meetmgthe special challenges (both existing
and future)

Strengthenmg national agricultural research
systems |




Greater investment in agriculture

 Enhance crop production in irrigated and rainfed
areas

* Explore potential of livestock production
e Special attention to horticulture
 Research on fisheries

e Attention to transboundary diseases
 Machinery for small-scale farmers



Improving Living

Standards/Livelihoods: Key Issues




Protection of Environment: Key
Issues

1. Protect land and water degradation
2. Protect forest degradation
3. Protect biodiversity




Achieving StructurakRefg
Issues " -

F "I B S

| * Legal frameworks for land tenure and
property rights

g ° Irrigation and drainage structures




Meeting Special Challenges: Key
Issues
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Greater Investment in and restructuring of

research

§z * Changes in agricultural education system
=_ « Creating effective extension system

B ° Capacity development to carry out research
) agenda

S
* Strengthening research linkages at national, | ‘
sub-regional, regional and international

levels



CAC e-Consultation




Issues Highlighted in CAC
e-Consultation




Regional Face-to-Face Meeting




Conclusion







